VIRGINIA PHILLIPS

On Movember 10, 1999, Virginda Phillips was confirmed as the United States Disiricl
Court Judge for the Central Disteict of Californda. [ had the honor of testifying before
the Senate Judiclany Committee in support of Judge Philips on October 26th. Judge
Fhillips recelved tremendous bi-partisan support from the Inland Empire communi-
tv. whers she has served as a California State Judicial Cificer and as a Unlied Siales
Magistrabe Judge lor the Central HMsirct Court in Calilfornda.

The Central Matrict of California is compesed of over 18 milllon people, with more
than three million people in the Eastern Division - the countles of Riverside and San
Bernardino, California
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The Eastern Division s in eritdeal need ol 2 second disiriel court judgs and [ asked
the Commiites to confirm _|lI.I:|p{-E' [-"]'Ij|.|jFl5- to M this need. Our Eastern Division's one
district judge is faced with such a staggering caseload that the overflow of cases are
=ent (0 the Westerm Divislon sach menth. The result 15 a large number of Htgants,
wAlnesses, awvers and law enforeement officers having (o travel o Los Angeles on some of the most congested roads in
Thee Lnlied Siates.

After a woefully long delay, 1 am thrilled that the U5, Senate recognized Judge Phillips’ overwhelming qualtfiications to fill
this federal court position before the end of the vear. [ was a pleasure to testily on her behall and we welcome Judge
Phillips to her new position as Dlatrict Court Judge for the Centeal District of California.

AR QUALITY REVIEW STUDY

. . ; I am happy to report the inclusion of 82 million in the
On Movember 12, 15989, [ welecomed Under Secretary Mike P
: Y g : L FYZ000 VASHUD Appropriations Act (Public Law 108-74)

for an Alr Quality Beview Study to be conducted by the
Maticnal Research Council. This legislation direcis the
Matienal Academy of Sciences’ Mational Research Counecil

Dunn of the United States Department of Agriculture
(U5DA) to tour the vineyards of the Temecula Valley that
have been ravaged by Plerce's DHsease. Plerce's Disease,

spresd by the Glassy-winged Sharpshooter vector, Kills the

arape vine and presently has no known cure to study how the Clean Alr Act can be betier implemented.

The request stemmied (rom a Reglonal Adr Quality Sammit
| helped organize ever a vear age [August 21, 198938).
Farticlpanis included business, academic and community
leaders from across the Inland Empire as well as the EPA
and other Members of Congress rom the reglon. The meet

ing revialved around local, state and federal clean air regu

latiens. At the conclusion of the summit, | |".‘-Jn".“-]]]|3-l:'i| [ L)
work for a National Research Counctl task force to study
how these three sets of often overlapping regulations could
be sireamlined in order to clean our adr dn a more efTeciive

In our own Biverside County. the City of Temescula's wine
imdustry has already suffered an estimated 56 million in
losses this vear. Approximately 3,000 acres of wins grapes,
planted ainee 1967, may be wiped-out If nothing is done to
halt the spread of the disease.

To educate other Californla Members of Congress. [ hosted
r. Rick Redak from the University of California at
Riverside to Washingion on October 25, 18495, Early next
vear, [ intend to chalr a joint feld hearing in California with
the House Agriculture Committes and the Wine Caucus

and cost-efficient manner.  Specilically, the study wdll

address how the EPA can better coordinate fts efforts with
atate and lecal officials. | believe we can have clean alrand
a healthy economy - in fact, these issues should go hand-
in-hand. The study, which is expecied to take fwo years,
wAll finally enable us o reach both goals for Riverside
ﬁl.ll_ll:][:l.' ared the natiomn.

Funding to Fight Pierce's Disease

Federal Funding: Busigat
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State and Local Funding:

Raid of Secial Seourity

= B2E0.000 from City of Temescula & Riverside
County for research and mitigaticn
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8750000 for three years by State of California for
research and mitigation
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